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PREFACE. 

To  the  Minister  of  Health  and 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hebbyrn  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1955,  which  is  drawn  up  in  accordance  with 
the  instructions  of  the  Minister  of  Health. 

The  population  of  the  Urban  District  has  risen  by  90  persons  from 
last  year's  figure  of  23,480.  The  natural  increase,  excess  of  births  over 
deaths,  was  252  as  compared  with  225  in  1954. 

The  small  but  steady  rise  in  the  birth  rate  which  has  been  apparent 
since  1949  continued,  giving-  a figure  of  20.95  births  per  1,000  of  the 
population. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate,  which  takes  account  of  the  sex  and  age 
distribution  of  the  local  population,  is  18.65  births  per  1,000  of  the 
population,  as  compared  with  15.0  for  the  Country  as  a whole. 

The  death  rate  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  was  the  same  as  last 

J o 

year,  but  is  higher  than  the  national  figure  of  24.9  deaths  per  1,000  live 
births.  Infection,  to  which  young  babies  are  very  susceptible, 
especially  in  bad  social  conditions,  accounted  for  15%  of  these  deaths, 
half  the  figure  for  1954.  Apart  from  infection  the  only  other  preventable 
infant  death  was  due  to  overlying. 

The  Still  Birth  Pmte  rose  from  33.19  per  total  live  and  still  births 
last  year  to  33.151  and  is  high  in  comparison  with  the  figure  of  23.10 
for  England  and  Wales. 

The  general  crude  death  rate  remains  the  same  as  in  1954.  Over 
40%  of  deaths  were  due  to  heart,  circulatory,  and  vascular  diseases  of 
the  central  nervous  system. 

Case  finding  revealed  38  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  equally 
divided  between  the  sexes.  The  age  group  with  the  greatest  number  of 


cases  in  males  was  35-45  years,  and  in  females  73.6%  of  the  cases  were 
between  15  and  35  years  of  age. 

As  in  1954  Whooping*  Cough  and  Measles  were  prevalent  through- 
out the  year.  Sixty  two  cases  of  Dysentery  came  to  the  notice  of  the 
Health  Department,  a fall  of  20  from  last  year. 

Last  year  cases  of  old  people  receiving  inadequate  care  in  their 
homes  presented  less  problems  than  in  former  years.  Some  received 
treatment  in  hospital  for  short  periods  and  others  were  able  to  be 
admitted  to  the  new  hostel  accommodation  provided  in  No.  2 Area  by 
Durham  County  Council. 

In  conclusion  may  I take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  my  Chairman, 
Members  of  the  Committee,  my  fellow  officials,  and  my  staff  in  the 
Health  Department  for  their  assistance  and  co-operation  throughout  the 
year. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  A.  W.  REID, 

M.B.,  CH.B.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A. 

Statistics  of  the  Area. 


A.  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  of  District  in  acres — 1,563. 

Estimated  Resident  Population — 23,570. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses — 7,497. 

Number  of  Council  houses — 2,523. 

Number  of  Council  houses  erected  during  the  year — 207. 
Number  of  Private  houses  erected  during  the  year — 7. 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1955 — £125,939. 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate — £453 

B.  PHYSICAL  AND  SOCIAL. 

1.  Description  of  the  Area. 

The  Urban  District  of  Hebburn  is  roughly  rectangular  in  shape.  Its 
West  and  North  boundaries  are  formed  by  the  bend  of  the  River  Tyne. 
In  the  East,  Hebburn  and  J arrow  have  a common  boundary  running 
approximately  north  and  south  from  the  river.  The  Southern  limit  of 
the  LIrban  District  is  contiguous  with  Boldon  Urban  District,  the  eastern 
half  of  which  follows  the  line  of  the  Newcastle-Sunderland  main  line 
Railway. 

The  Town  Map  for  Jarrow  and  Hebburn  provides  for  the  rehousing 
of  Hebburn’s  overspill  population  in  120  acres  of  Boldon  Urban  District 
immediately  south  of  the  present  boundary. 

The  Newcastle-South  Shields  Electric  Railway  sweeps  across  the 
District  parallel  to  the  course  of  the  River  Tyne  enclosing  a good  part  of 
the  bad  housing  in  the  town,  the  Shipbuilding  and  repair  yards,  a large 
Electric  Gear  and  other  works.  Other  Industries  in  the  area  include 
Engineering,  Chemical,  and  Paint  Works.  There  is  a large  Coke  Works 
in  the  Southern  part  of  the  Urban  District. 

2.  Employment. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  Wilcox,  the  Manager  of  the  Employment 
Exchange  for  the  following  information  about  employment,  unemploy- 
ment, and  rehabilitation. 
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The  Figures  given  below  are  estimates  for  the  main  types  of  employ- 
ment, and  are  total  numbers  for  Jarrow  and  Hebburn. 


Industry. 

Males. 

Flemailes. 

TOTAL. 

Electrical  Engineering  ... 

5,810 

1,525 

7,335 

Shipbuilding  and  Repairing 

5,068 

194 

5,262 

Constructional  and  General  Eng- 

2,039 

310 

2,349 

ineering 

Light  Electrical  Engineering  ... 

1,270 

951 

2,221 

Metal  Manufacture 

1,440 

120 

1,560 

National  & Local  Government  & 

Professional  Services 

784 

592 

1,376 

Distributive  Trades 

463 

895 

1,358 

Building  and  Civil  Engineering. . . 

1,163 

30 

1,193 

Catering 

92 

538 

630 

Chemicals  and  Paints 

431 

196 

627 

Textiles 

280 

108 

388 

Manufacture  of  Food  & Drink  ... 

140 

204 

344 

Transport  ... 

308 

27 

335 

Miscellaneous 

867 

542 

1,409 

Totals 

20,155 

6,232 

26,387 

3.  Unemployment. 

During*  the  first  three  months  of  the  year  the  number  of  men  and 
women  registered  as  unemployed  was  over  1,000. 

By  July  the  figure  had  fallen  to  670  but  the  numbers  increased  in  the 
last  quarter  to  an  average  of  720,  an  abnormally  low  level  for  the  time 
of  the  year. 

4.  Disabled  and  Handstsappsd  Persons. 

The  following  persons  in  Hebburn  are  registered  as  disabled 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Disabled  Persons  (Employment!  Act,  1944:  — 


Type  of  Case. 

Hebe 

JURN. 

Men. 

Women. 

Surgical 

162 

11 

Medical 

146 

35 

Psychiatric 

18 

3 

Others 

72 

12 

Totals 

398 

61 
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Unemployed  Registered  Disabled  Persons  registered  for 
employment  which  are  included  in  the  above  figures. 


Men. 

Women. 

Surgical 

9 

— 

Medical 

17 

5 

Psychiatric 

3 

— • 

Others 

5 

1 

Totals 

34 

6 

5.  Sickness  Morbidity. 

The  following-  table  gives  the  number  of  new  claims  for  sickness 
benefit  for  Hebburn  and  [arrow  during*  the  year:  — 


January 

1,040 

February 

864 

March 

1,095 

April  ... 

627 

May 

802 

June  

657 

July  

612 

August 

550 

September 

671 

October 

804 

November 

924 

December 

489 

C.  EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


i Births: 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Total  

269 

225 

494 

Legitimate  

262 

219 

481 

Illegitimate  

7 

6 

13 

Birth  Rate  

20.95 

Comparability  Factor  

0.89 

xAdjusted  Birth  Rate  

18.65 

Still  Births: 

Total  ,, 

Legitimate  

Illegitimate  

Rate  per  thousand  total  live  and  still 
births  

Rate  per  thousand  estimated  resident 
population  


12  6 
11  6 

1 


35.15 


0.76 


18 

17 

1 
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Deaths : 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

All  Causes  

150 

92 

242 

Death  Rate  

10.21 

Comparability  Factor  

1.27 

Standard  Death  Rate  

12.97 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age: 

Total  

10 

9 

19 

Legitimate  

10 

9 

19 

Illegitimate  

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Death  Rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age: 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  

38.46 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate 
live  births  

39.5 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegiti- 
mate live  births  

Nil. 

infant  Mortality. 

Of  the  19  deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  7 died  at  home  and 
12  in  Hospital.  All  the  domicilary  deaths  except  one  took  place  in  the 
first  week  of  life  whereas  in  hospital  2 deaths  occurred  during  this  period 
and  the  remainder  after  the  age  of  one  month. 

The  cause  of  death  is  shown  in  tabular  form  below:  — 


INFANT  DEATHS  1955. 


Cause  of 
Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

% of  Total 

Home 

Hospital 

Home 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Prematurity  ... 

— 

4 

1 

3 

8 

42.1 

Infection 

3 

— 

- — • 

— 

3 

15.8 

Congenital 
Deformity  ... 

J 

— 

1 

— 

0 

—.4 

3 

15.8 

Birth 

Accidents  ... 

— 

2 

1 

— 

3 

15.8 

Other  Causes 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

10.5 

Totals  

3 

7 

4 

5 

19 

100 

Principal  Causes  of  Death. 


% of  total 


M. 

F. 

Deaths 

Heart  Disease  (all  types)  

32 

37 

28.5 

Cancer  (all  types)  

37 

9 

19.0 

Respiratory  Disease  

25 

8 

13.6 

Vascular  disease  of  the  Nervous  System  22 

11 

13.6 

Comparison  of  Vital 

Statistics  Rates, 

England 
& Wales. 

Hebburn. 

Birth  Rate 

15.0 

18.65* 

Infant  Motality 

24.9 

38.46 

Still  Births  Rate 

23.1 

35.15 

Death  Rate 

11.7 

12.97* 

* adjusted. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  HEBBURN  1955. 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infection 
Acute  poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung, 
bronchus  ... 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast... 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus... 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 
system 

Coronary  disease,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart 
disease 

Other  heart  diseases  ... 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 
system 

Ulcer  of  stomach  & duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  & diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abor- 
tion 

Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

diseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide 

Homicide  & operations  of  war 

All  causes  ... 


Males 

Females 

Total 

1 

% of  Total 
Deaths 

1 

2 

3 

1.2 

1 

— 

1 

0.4 

1 

— 

1 

0.4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

I 

- — 

1 

0.4 

10 



10 

4.1 

3 

3 

11 

4.5 

— 

1 

1 

0.4 

— — 

2 

2 

0.8 

19 

3 

22 

9.8 

2 

— 

2 

0.8 

— 

2 

2 

0.8 

22 

11 

33 

13.6 

21 

11 

32 

13.2 

2 



2 

0.8 

6 

19 

25 

10.7 

3 

7 

10 

4.1 

— 

1 

1 

0.4 

9 

1 

10 

4.1 

15 

* 

19 

7.1 

2 

— 

2 

0.8 

— 

2 

2 

0.8 

— 

2 

2 

0.8 

2 

— 

2 

0.8 





— 

2 

3 

5 

2.8 

17 

12 

29 

11.9 

— 

1 

1 

0.4 

4 

r* 

0 

9 

3.7 

1 

— 

1 

0.4 

1 

— 

1 

0.4 

150 

92 

242 
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Vital  Statistics  of  Hebburn  for  Previous  Years. 


Year. 

Population. 

Birth 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rate. 

1906 

23,336 

24.8 

16.0 

136 

1916 

23,060 

30.2 

15.6 

104 

1926 

26,190 

26.6 

11.8 

97 

1936 

22,939 

18.7 

13.3 

90.7 

1937 

22,700 

16.9 

12.7 

67.9 

1938 

22,950 

19.0 

11.7 

69.0 

1939 

23,490 

17.6 

12.0 

48.3 

1940 

21,770 

20.4 

14.3 

45.3 

1941 

22,200 

18.0 

15.5 

128.4 

194£ 

21,950 

17.7 

13.1 

80 

1943 

21,760 

20.7 

13.7 

64 

1944 

22,290 

22.1 

13.8 

56 

1945 

22,250 

19.3 

11.5 

48 

1946 

22,780 

22.0 

12.8 

67.6 

1947 

22,750 

22.1 

12.3 

65.6 

1948 

22,990 

20.0 

10.8 

32.4 

1949 

23,050 

21.08 

10.6 

34.9 

1950 

22,990 

19.1 

11.5 

40.1 

1951 

23,140 

19.2 

11.7 

51.5 

1952 

23,100 

18.9 

10.9 

32.04 

1953 

23,440 

19.02 

10.7 

38.1 

1954 

23,480 

19.83 

10.21 

38.62 

1955 

23,570 

20.95 

10.21 

38.46 
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SUMMARY  OF 

JOINT 

AREA 

STATISTICS. 

General.  Jarrow. 

Hebburn. 

Felling. 

Joint 

1955. 

Area. 

1954. 

Area  in  acres 

1,985 

1,563 

3,325 

6,873 

6.873 

Population 

29,170 

23,570 

26,190 

78,930 

78,420 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  ... 

9,699 

7,497 

8,266 

25,462 

24,732 

No.  of  Council  houses 

3,643 

2,523 

4,646 

10,812 

9,592 

Estimated  No.  sub-standard 

1,053 

330 

144 

1,527 

1,773 

Vital. 

No.  of  Births 

620 

493 

438  1 

1,552 

1,524 

Birth  Rate  ... 

21.25 

20.95 

16.72  ; 

19.66 

19.33 

No.  of  Still  Births  ... 

13 

18 

9 

40 

47 

Still  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000 

live- and  still  births) 

20.54 

35.15 

20.13 

25.77 

30.74 

Infant  Deaths 

23 

19 

8 

50 

45 

Infant  Mortality 

37.10 

38.46 

18.26 

31.22 

29.42 

Maternal  Mortality 

0.03 

Nil. 

Nil. 

0.01 

0.51 

No.  of  Deaths 

352 

242 

316 

910 

853 

General  Death  Rate 

11.27 

10.21 

12.07 

11.53 

10.82 

Principal  Causes  of  Death 

(Percentage  of  Total  Deaths). 

(a)  Infants  under  1 year. 

Infection 

30.5 

15.7 

43.1 

29.8 

28.9 

Congenital  Deformity  ... 

13.0 

15.7 

14.2 

14.3 

12.5 

Prematurity 

13.0 

42.1 

14.2 

23.1 

23.6 

Others  ...  ... 

43.5 

26.5 

28.5 

32.8 

34.9 

(b)  All  Ages. 

33.79 

Heart  Disease 

28.4 

28.5 

40  5 

32,5 

Cancer 

19.3 

13.6 

14.8 

15.9 

18.1 

Respiratory  Disease 

15.3 

19.0 

10.4 

14.9 

12.67 

Vascular  Disease  of 

Nervous  System 

11.7 

13  6 

17.7 

14.3 

14,85 

Infectious  Diseases. 
Tuberculosis. 

Notifications. 

Respiratory 

49 

38 

30 

117 

146 

N on-respiratory 

5 

4 

9 

18 

17 

Incidence  Rate. 

Respiratory 

1.68 

1.61 

1.1 

1.48 

1.86 

N on-respi  ratory 

0.17 

0.17 

0.3 

0.23 

0.21 

Death  Rate. 

Respiratory 

0.17 

1.2 

0.15 

0.51 

0.21 

Non-respi  ratory 

0.04 

0.4 

Nil. 

0. 15 

0.03 

Measles. 

Notifications 

376 

387 

527 

1,290 

935 

Incidence  . 

12.89 

16.42 

19.7 

16.34 

12.15 

Whooping  Cough. 

Notifications 

202 

76 

169 

447 

181 

Incidence 

6.92 

3.22 

6.45 

5.66 

2.31 

Pneumonia. 

Notifications 

61 

22 

23 

106 

120 

Incidence 

2.09 

0.93 

0.88 

1.36 

1.5 

Dysentery. 

Notifications 

113 

62 

182 

352 

108 

Incidence  >.« 

3.87 

2.63 

6.9 

4.46 

1.4 

Rates  are  given  per  1,000  of  the  Population. 
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D.  COUNTY  DEVELOPMENT  PLAN. 

Towri  Map  lor  Jar  row  and  Hebburn. 

During-  the  year  the  Urban  District  Council  considered  and  accepted 
the  Town  Map  for  Jarrow  and  Hebburn  which  had  been  prepared  by  the 
County  Planning-  Officer  and  his  staff  in  accordance  with  the  Town  and 
Country  Planning  Act  1947.  The  following  summary  has  been  extracted 
from  this  Plan  of  Development. 

The  plan  set  out  to  show  what  should  be  the  planned  pattern  of  the 
towns  at  the  end  of  20  years,  and  in  doing  so  the  planners  were  con- 
fronted with  three  major  problems;  namely;  employment,  housing  and 
social  and  recreational  facilities. 

Employment  in  the  area  is  unbalanced,  although  the  range  has 
widened  considerably  since  the  early  1930’s.  There  is  still  a large  per- 
centage of  the  population  dependent  on  the  prosperity  of  the  shipbuilding 
and  ship  repairing  industry  for  their  livelihood. 

There  are  many  sub-standard  dwelling  houses  in  both  towns.  In  the 
middle  of  1955,  it  was  estimated  the  18.79%  of  houses  in  Jarrow  and 
11.28%  in  Hebburn  were  either  slum  property  at  that  time  or  suitable  for 
slum  clearance  between  1955  and  1965. 

Many  new  social  and  recreational  facilities  are  needed  and  these 
facilities  will  be  adjusted  to  conform  to  the  expected  distribution  of  the 
population  in  20  years’  time. 

The  main  proposals  in  the  Map  are  as  follows:  — 

Population  : — Having  regard  to  the  early  development  of  the  towns, 
the  economic  state  of  Tyneside  for  the  10  years  preceding  and  10  years 
following  the  last  war,  and  the  present  pattern  of  employment,  it  is 
estimated  that  the  population  will  remain  static  at  its  present  level  of 

50,000. 

New  housing  accommodation  will  be  provided  for  about  25,000  per- 
sons and  the  main  movement  of  population  will  be  from  the  old  central 
areas  of  Jarrow  and  Hebburn,  to  the  southern  portions  of  both  towns 
where  new  housing  estates  are  already  being  built.  About  7,000  persons 
will  leave  each  of  these  areas,  and  about  1,000  persons  from  the  Spring- 
weli  area  of  Jarrow. 

Re-development. — In  Hebburn,  the  main  Gateshead/South  Shields 
Road  divides  the  town  into  a northern  residential  area  containing  the 
oldest  housing,  industry,  and  two  straggling  groups  ot  shops;  and  the 
southern  area  with  inter-war  semi-detached  property  and  a new  Council 
Housing  Estate  on  the  neighbourhood  unit  principle 
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In  the  northern  part,  of  the  town  a large  part  of  the  housing  will  be 
dealt  with  by  slum  clearance,  and  redevelopment  will  take  place  at  a 
lower  density.  A new  shopping  centre  will  come  into  being  in  the 
Station  Road  area.  The  Council  Housing  Estates  will  continue  to  grow 
and  a portion  of  Boldon  U.D.C.  will  be  available  for  rehousing  overspill 
from  the  existing  central  area. 

The  present  shops  and  public  buildings  in  Hebburn  are  not  grouped 
in  any  recognisable  town  centre.  Thus,  a new  Civic  Centre  is  planned 
at  the  junction  of  Victoria  Road  and  Campbell  Park  Road,  which  will 
consist  of  a Civic  and  Community  Hall,  a Health  Centre,  a Public  Swim- 
ming Baths,  a Magistrates  Court,  a Sub-division  of  Police  Headquarters 
and  a Fire  Station. 

The  central  area  of  J arrow  at  present  contains  shops,  industry  and 
sub-standard  dwellings.  The  comprehensive  development  plan  for  this 
area  envisages  a new  shopping  centre,  health  centre  and  new  high  density 
housing  grouped  round  the  existing'  public  buildings.  Little  change  will 
take  place  in  the  present  residential  areas  of  Springwell,  Primrose  and 
Bilton  Hall.  Building  of  new  nouses  will  proceed  on  the  partially  com- 
pleted council  estates  at  Simonside  It  is  estimated  that  the  overspill 
population  will  eventually  be  accommodated  in  that  part  of  Boldon 
U.D.C.  adjoining  the  southern  boundary  of  the  Borough. 

Health  Services  : — The  County  Council  intend  to-  provide  two  Health 
Centres  in  Jarrow,  the  first  in  the  Central  area  and  the  second  in  the 
Simonside  area.  A third  Health  Centre  will  be  provided  in  the  proposed 
new  Central  area  in  Hebburn.  It  is  expected  that  full  medical  and 
dental  services  for  the  areas  served  will  be  available  in  these  Health 
Centres.  A new  Ambulance  Depot  is  to  be  built  in  Hebburn  and  land 
has  been  allocated  for  extensions  to  Monkton  Hospital. 

Social,  Education  and  Recreational  Facilities: — Only  restricted 
community  facilities  are  now  available  in  both  towns.  In  Hebburn  the 
major  centres  for  social  education  will  be  the  Community  and  Youth 
Centre  which  is  attached  to  the  Mid-Tyne  Technical  College.  The 
Central  area  of  Jarrow  will  be  served  by  a Community  Centre  and  Youth 
Centre  with  attached  out-door  facilities.  Existing  Communitv  and 
Youth  Centres  will  continue  to  be  used  and  old  school  buildings  adopted 
to  serve  the  main  residential  groups  in  both  towns.  Schools,  places  of 
Worship,  shops,  Cinemas,  Public  Houses,  Playing  Fields  and  Allotments 
will  be  sited  to  meet  the  redistributed  population. 

Industry: — 64  acres  are  allocated  for  industrial  expansion  and 
development  , 50  acres  in  Jarrow  and  14  acres  in  Hebburn.  Develop- 
ment will  be  approximately  on  the  same  sites  as  at  present. 
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Road  System  ; — The  road  system  round  and  through  the  towns  is  to 
be  improved  and  modified  in  conjunction  with  the  proposed  tunnel  under- 
neath the  Tyne  whose  southern  entrance  will  be  near  the  existing 
pedestrian  tunnel  in  Jarrow. 

Sewage  Disposal: — No  specific  proposals  are  made  in  the  Plan  to 
alter  the  present  practice  of  discharging  all  untreated  sewage  into  the 
River  Tyne  or  Don,  but  there  is  vacant  riverside  land  which  can  be  used 
for  sewage  treatment. 
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SECTIOM  B. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 


A.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

1.  Staff  of  Health  Department. 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  AND  AREA 

MEDICAL  OFFICER 
J.  A.  W.  REID,  M.B.,  CH.B.,  D.P.H. 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
W.  S.  BRUCE,  M.R.SAN.L,  M.S.I.A. 

ADDITIONAL  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
P.  MILNE,  A. R. SAN. I.,  M.S.I.A. 

SHORTHAND-TYPIST 
MISS  J.  M.  GIBSON. 

2.  Laboratory  Services. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Newcastle  under  Dr.  Norton 
carries  out  bacteriological  examinations.  The  following  specimens 
were  submitted  for  examination  during  the  year:  — 


Pos.  Neg.  Total. 
Sputum  35  233  268 

Faeces  150  488  638 

Throat  1 — 1 

Urine  2 9 11 


3.  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

Section  47— Removal  to  Syllable  Premises  of  Persons  in  Need  of  Care 

and  Attention, 

Two  men  and  four  women  were  visited  during  the  year  by  the 
Medical  Officer.  It  was  not  necessary  to  admit  any  cases  to  Hospital, 
but  three  cases  were  given  help  in  their  homes. 

Section  50 — Burial  or  Cremation  of  Dead. 

It  was  not  necessary  for  the  Council  to  take  any  action  under  this 
Section. 
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4.  REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

The  Cleansing  Superintendent  has  kindly  supplied  the  following 
information  : - — 

REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

Number  of  houses  and  premises  from  which  refuse 

collected  ,...  7,877 

One  Dennis  Paxit  Refuse  Collector,  with  carrying  capacity  of  6 tons, 
and  Two  Dennis  Refuse  Collectors,  each  with  carrying  capacity  of  3 
tons,  are  engaged  on  this  work,  also  one  two  ton  Morris  Truck  is  engaged 
part-time  on  Salvage  and  Trade  Refuse  Collection. 

Method  of  Refuse  Disposal  is  by  100%  Controlled  tipping. 

House  Refuse  is  collected  once  weekly,  and  Trade  Refuse  on  an 
average  of  three  collections  per  week. 

The  tipping  site  is  suitably  distant  from  the  residential  area  and  the 
length  of  haul  is  approximately  one  mile. 


5,  STREET  CLEANSING. 

Mileage  of  Street  Cleansed  38.50  miles. 

Frequency  of  Cleansing  (a)  Daily  1.82 

(b)  Three  times  Weekly  1.29 

(c)  Twice  Weekly  2.65 

(d)  Once  Weekly  35.74 

Average  gully  cleansing  per  annum  , 8 


One  Dennis  Mechanical  Gully  Emptier  and  one  Karrier  Mechanical 
Sweeper  are  engaged  on  this  work. 

6.  SALVAGE  COLLECTION, 

Tons.  Cwts.  £ s.  d. 

Waste  Paper  141  7 1,142  4 11 

Rubber  Tyres  and  Tubes  8 1 16  0 


141  15  1,144  0 11 


Collection  and  Disposal  of  Refuse  during  the  Year  Ending 


31st  December,  1955. 

House  and  Trade  Refuse  (excluding  salvage)  8,372  tons. 

Street  Sweepings  and  Gully  Sludge  547  tons. 

Total  Refuse  disposed  of  at  the  tip  8,919  tons. 

Total  salvage  collected  and  disposed  of  142  tons. 

Total  9,061  tons. 
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7.  RODENT  CONTROL. 

Two  full  treatments  of  the  Council’s  sewers,  refuse  tip  and  depot 
were  carried  out  during-  the  year. 

The  report  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  is 
for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1956.  The  visits  and  inspections  carried 
out  for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1956,  is  as  follows  : — 1 


Total  Inspections  made  , 202 

Number  of  Infestations  (Minor)  27 

Infestation  by  Rats  16 

Infestation  by  Mice  , 11 

Dwelling  Houses  Infested  23 

Business  Premises  4 

Local  Authority  Premises  . . .... , — 

8.  VERMINOUS  PREMISES. 


Insecticide  and  beetle  powder  are  issued  free  to  householders.  This 
service  is  found  to  be  of  great  benefit  as  it  encourages  tenants  when 
redecorating  to  spray  rooms  after  stripping  the  walls,  etc. 

9.  HEALTH  EDUCATION. 

Talks  were  given  to  various  organisations  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  Display  panels  and  Health  Education  topics  have  been  dis- 
played at  the  Health  Department,  Works  Canteens,  and  Food  premises. 


B.  LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  SERVICES. 

I am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  details  of 
the  Personal  Health  Service  which  are  provided  by  Durham  County 
Council  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  within  the  Urban 
District. 

The  following  Clinics  are  conducted  weekly  in  the  Clinic,  Argyle 
Street,  Hebburn. 

CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN. 

(Section  22). 

Ante- Natal. 

Sessions  : Tuesday  and  Friday  Afternoons. 

Wednesday  AH  Day. 

The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  expectant  mothers  who 
attended  the  Clinic,  and  the  number  of  visits  which  these  mothers  paid 
to  the  Clinic. 


Number  of  Mothers 
Attendances  


424 

2,113 
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Post-Natal. 

Sessions  : Wednesday  All  Day. 

26  Mothers  attended  the  Clinic  on  one  or  more  occasions. 

The  total  number  of  attendances  during-  the  year  was  40. 

Child  Welfare. 

Sessions  : Tuesday  and  Fridays  All  Day. 

The  following-  table  shows  the  number  of  infants  and  toddlers  who 
attended  the  Clinic,  and  the  number  of  attendances  of  these  children 
throughout  the  year. 


No.  of  Children. 

Attendances. 

Under  1. 

1-2  yrs. 

2-5  yrs. 

Under  1. 

1-2  yrs. 

2-5  yrs. 

344 

97 

122 

2,199 

276 

228 

Artificial  Sun-Light  Clinic. 

Sessions  : Tuesday  9-30  a.m. — 11  a.m. 

Fridays  1-30  p.m. — 3-30  p.m. 

164  mothers  and  children  attended  the  clinic  during  the  year. 

The  total  number  of  attendances  during  the  year  was  1,676. 

MIDWIFERY. 

(Section  23). 

There  are  4 County  Midwives  in  Hebburn.  No  midwives  practice 
privately  in  the  area. 

During  the  year  they  attended  273  confinements. 

267  live  births  and  6 still  births  were  notified. 

53.8%  of  expectant  mothers  had  their  babies  at  home  and  46.2%  in 
hospital. 


HEALTH  VISITING. 

(Section  24). 

Three  health  visitors  served  the  Urban  District.  The  following 
domiciliary  visits  were  paid  during  1955  : — 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  5,176 

Tuberculosis  827 

Mental  Deficiency  206 

Schools  324 

General  Health  48 

Aged  People  39 


The  percentage  of  ineffective  visits  made  was  8.3%,. 
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HOME 

NURSING. 

(Section  25). 

whole-time  nurses  were 

employed  during 

the  year. 

No.  of  Cases. 

Visits. 

Medical  

225 

5,505 

Surg'ical  

102 

2,300 

Tuberculosis  

4 

98 

Maternal  

53 

Complications  

....  — 

— 

336 

7 , 956 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION. 

(Section  26). 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  conducts  a monthly  immunisation 
clinic.  Vaccination  and  Immunisation  are  carried  out  by  General 
Practitioners  in  their  surgeries 

The  following  tables  give  the  number  of  children  vaccinated  and 
Immunised  at  the  clinics  and  by  doctors  in  the  district. 


VACCINATION.  RE-VACCINATION. 


Under 
1 yr. 

1-5 

5-15 

15  & 

over 

Total 

1-15 

15  & 

over 

Total 

141 

6 

NIL 

11 

158 

4 

23 

27 

Immunisation  Session:  Argyle  Street  Clinic,  Friday  1-30  p.m. 


Primary  Immunisations.  Re-inforcing'  doses. 


Under 
1 yr. 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

4 

| 5-9 

10-14 

Total 

3 4 | 5-9  10-14 

Total 

163 

’ 

92 

| 

i7  1 

16 

1 

5 

12 

1 

1 

1 

306 

— | 33  | 49  j 1 

GO 

CO 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

(Section  27). 

The  Urban  District  is  served  by  the  Hebburn  Ambulance  Control 
which  is  situated  at  1,  St.  John’s  Avenue,  Hebburn — Telephone  32157. 

The  Control  is  manned  by  four  clerk-telephonists  maintaining  a 24- 
hour  service.  No.  2 Health  Area  is  covered  primarily  by  vehicles  from 
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the  Hebburn  Depot,  which  has  an  establishment  of  one  head  driver,  27 
drivers  and  8 ambulances. 

The  Depot  serves  the  population  in  the  Borough  of  Jarrow,  the 
Urban  districts  of  Felling,  Hebburn,  Boldon  and  Washington  and  part 
of  Sunderland  Rural  District.  The  present  population  is  125,000  persons 
of  which  about  two-thirds  live  on  the  river  side  in  Jarrow,  Hebburn  and 
Felling. 

7,266  journeys  were  completed  entailing  a mileage  of  132,789  miles. 
Of  the  total  cases  carried  2,983  were  emergencies  and  23,194  general 
cases.  19.3S4  out-, patients  were  transported  to  and  from  clinics  and 
hospitals  on  Tyneside. 


PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE,  AND  AFTER-CARE. 

(Section  28) 

Cases  discharged  from  hospital  and  requiring  after-care  are  treated 
by  home  nurses  or  supervised  and  advised  by  the  Health  Visitors.  Sick 
room  equipment  such  as  urine  bottles,  bed  pans,  bed  rests,  air  cushions, 
mattresses  and  rubber  sheeting  can  be  had  on  loan. 

During  the  year  103  persons  received  equipment  on  loan. 

DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE. 

(Section  29). 

38  home  helps  were  employed  in  the  District  during  the  year  and 
they  attended  68  cases.  The  following  types  of  cases  received  service 
during  the  year  : — 

Old  Age  Pensioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Sickness  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  4 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ••  — 

Maternity  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  — 

C.  HOSPITAL  SERVICES. 

The  South  Shields  Hospital  Management  Committee  administer  the 
Hospitals  in  the  Urban  District  on  behalf  of  the  Newcastle  Regional 
Hospital  Board. 

There  are  two  Hospitals  in  the  Urban  District. 

Ellison  Hall  Hospital  has  28  Surgical  beds,  and  Outpatients  clinics 
are  conducted  at  the  Hospital. 

A 22  bedded  Sanitarium  takes  female  patients  from  the  area  of  the 
Hospital  Management  Committee. 
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Other  Hospitals  outside  the  district  which  serve  the  area  are  : — 

Ingham  Infirmary,  South  Shields — Medical,  Surgery  and 
Maternity  Cases. 

South  Shields  General  Hospital — Chronic  Sick  Cases. 

Deans  Hospitals,  South  Shields — Infectious  Diseases. 
Walkergate  Hospital— Infectious  Diseases. 

Fleming  Memorial  Hospital,  Newcastle — Children’s  Diseases. 
Danesfield  Hospital,  Jarrow — Maternity  Cases. 

CHEST  CLINIC. 

The  Clinic  is  at  Homer  Villa,  St.  John’s  Terrace,  Jarrow. 

Sessions  are  held  weekly  as  follows  : — 

Wednesday  ...  All  Day  ...  Women  and  Girls. 

Monday  ...  All  Day  ...  Men  and  Boys. 

VENEREAL  DISEASED  CLINICS. 

I am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  the  following 
information,  relating  to  the  number  of  patients  from  the  Hebburn  Dis- 
trict who  were  treated  at  the  Newcastle  and  South  Shields  Clinics  during 
1955. 


Syphilis. 

Gonorrhoea. 

Non- Venereal. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

Newcastle 

2 3 

5 1 

17  5 

South  Shields  ... 

— 1 

1 2 

7 — 

2 4 

6 3 

24  5 

Sessions: — General  Hospital,  Westgate  Road,  Newcastle,  4. 

Male  and  Female — 

Mondays  to  Fridays — 10  a.m. — 12  noon.  3 p.m. — 7 p.m. 
Saturdays — 1 1 a.m. — -12  noon.  4-30  p.m.- — 6-30  p.m. 

South  Shields  Clinic,  Stanhope  Road. 

Males— Mondays,  Wednesdays,  Thursdays  10  a.m. — 12-30. 

Tuesdays  & Fridays  10  a.m. — 12-30.  5-30—7-30  p.m. 

Females — Mondays  5-30 — 7 p.m. 

Wednesdays  2-30 — 4-30  p.m. 

Saturdays  10-30 — 1 p.m. 
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MASS  X-RAY. 

No.  2 Mass  Radiography  Unit  of  the  Newcastle  Regional  Board 
makes  frequent  visits  to  South  Tyneside. 


The  following  table  gives  details 
I am  indebted  to  Dr.  Marienfeld 

Total  Miniature 
Total  Large  Films  ... 
Referred  to  Chest  Clinic 
Confirmed  “Active” 


of  the  work  done  by  the  Unit 
for  the  following  statistics. 

Males. 

Females. 

1,988 

1,729 

84 

72 

35 

18 

19 

9 

BLOOD  TRANSFUSION. 

Mr.  Holland,  the  Regional  Organiser,  has  kindly  supplied  details  of 
the  donor  panels  and  the  sessions  in  Hebburn  during  the  year. 


No.  on  Panel. 

Date  of 

Sessions. 

No.  of  Donors 
attending'. 

276 

February 

104. 

263 

April 

74. 

233 

September 

95. 

233 

N ovember 

82. 

D.  EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL. 

Seven  general  parctitioners  serve  the  Urban  District  from  their 
surgeries  in  the  town.  A number  of  Jarrow  Doctors  have  patients  in 
Hebburn  Urban  District. 

During  the  year  new  surgery  premises  were  brought  into  use  on 
Victoria  Road  West  for  the  convenience  of  the  townspeople  in  the  new 
Housing  development  in  the  South  and  Monkton  wards. 
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SECTION  C. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 


Water  Supply, 

Water  is  supplied  to  the  district  by  the  Sunderland  and  South 
Shields  Water  Company,  and  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and 
quantity. 

The  water  is  an  upland  supply  from  the  Northumberland  moors. 
The  principal  reservoir  is  at  Catcleugh.  Chlorination  is  carried  out  prior 
to  distribution  to  Tyneside. 

A piped  water  supply  is  available  to  all  premises  in  the  area,  but  in 
a considerable  number  of  the  older  dwelling;  houses  the  supply  is  from  a 
stand  pipe  in  the  yard  and  shared  by  several  tenants. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

All  sewage  is  discharged  into  the  River  Tyne  without  treatment. 
No  major  stoppages  or  defects  occurred  during  the  year. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

There  are  7,259  water  closets  in  the  area  and  all  premises  are  now 
on  the  water  carriage  system. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

There  are  only  two  small  watercourses  in  the  Hebburn  Area,  both 
of  these  have  been  regularly  inspected. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  District. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  . 

Sir, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  report  on  the  work  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  during  1955. 

I am, 

Yours  faithfully, 

W.  S.  BRUCE, 

M.S.I.A..  M.R.S.I 
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The  following  is  a summary  of  complaints  and  visits  of  inspection, 
etc.,  made  during  the  years:  — 

Complaints  received  ....... 224 

Nuisances  42 

Drainage,  inspection  and  testing  59 

Council  house  inspection  ,. .., 278 

Rehousing  investigations  495 

Housing  disrepair  visits  369 

Clearance  Areas  1,007 

Closing  Orders  21 

Demolition  Orders  ...j 3 

Certificate  of  disrepair  9 

Improvement  Grant  visits  ....... 4 

Housing  revisits  320 

Water  supply  visits  36 

Refuse  accommodation  29 

Food  inspection  34 

Food  premises  113 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...,■ 24 

Licensed  Premises  8 

Canteens  5 

Licensed  Clubs,  etc 6 

Milk  and  Dairies  ..., 5 

School  kitchen  3 

Infectious  diseases  14 

Rodent  Control  202 

Factories  ,,... 71 

Sanitary  accommodation  13 

Keeping  of  Animals  — 3 

Streams  and  Watercourses  5 

Atmospheric  Pollution  visits  , 99 

Mortuary  2 

Fair  ground  2 

Cinemas  2 

Schools  ....  — 4 

Miscellaneous  Visits  183 


28 


NUISANCES  AND  DEFECTS  REMEDIED. 

Buildings. 

Roofs  and  Spouting-:  Overhauled  and  Repaired  115 

Floors  and  Skirtings:  Repaired  and  Renewed  26 

Internal  Wall  and  Ceilings  Repaired  and  Renewed  45 

External  Walls  : Repaired  and  Pointed  18 

Chimneys,  Fireplace  and  Ranges  : Repaired  and  Renewed  ...  26 

Floors,  Stairs,  Windows  & Sashcords  Repaired  and  Renewed..  66 

Scullery  sinks  and  benches  : Repaired  and  Renewed  21 

Food  Stores:  Repaired  and  Renewed  9 

Dampness  in  walls  remedied  *. ... . 17 

SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION  AND  DRAINAGE. 

Waterclosets  and  choked  drains  cleared  33 

Watercloset  basin  and  fittings  : Repaired  and  Renewed  47 

Gullies  and  Gratings:  Renewed  ...  5 

Waste  Pipes:  Repaired  and  Renewed  13 

WASHING  ACCOMMODATION. 

Washing  Facilities  

Wash  Boiler,  Fire  Bars,  etc.,  Repaired  and  Renewed  2 

YARDS  AND  OUTBUILDINGS. 

Yards  Paving:  Repaired  10 

Yard  Walls  and  Doors:  Repaired  and  Renewed  33 

Outbuildings:  Repaired  and  Rebuilt  26 

OTHER  NUISANCES. 

Accumulation  of  Rubbish  removed  2 

Water  supply  pipes  and  Fittings  : Repaired  and  Renewed  30 

Dustbins  : Renewed  22 


Total  ...  566 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  Served  . 345 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  Served  (Public  Health  Acts)  50 

HOSTEL 

The  privately  owned  workmen’s  Hostel  has  been  regularly  inspected 
during  the  year  and  found  to  be  satisfactorily  maintained. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

14  Visits  were  made  to  cases  of  infectious  disease  and  food  poison- 
ing notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 

The  two  atmospheric  deposit  gauges  continued  recording  through- 
out the  year. 

A very  close  watch  was  kept  on  industrial  premises  for  smoke 
pollution.  Four  warning  letters  regarding  smoke  and  fumes  were  sent 
out. 


Permission  to  make  a Byelaw  regulating  the  emission  of  smoke 
in  accordance  with  the  Model  Byelaw  Series  XXV  was  applied  for  in 
1954  and  agreed  to  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  & Local  Government  in 
1955. 


ANALYSIS  OF  DEPOSIT  IN  TWO  GAUGES. 


Palmers 

Hebburn. 

Cemetery. 

Total  for 

Monthly 

Total  for 

Monthly 

11  Months 

Average 

11  Months 

Average 

Rainfall  (inches) 

16.57 

1.51 

18.01 

1.64 

English  tons  per  square 

mile 

Total  Insoluble  Matter 

120.00 

10.91 

110.63 

10.06 

Tar 

2.09 

0.19 

1.87 

0.17 

Ash 

75.73 

6.88 

64.23 

5.84 

Other  Combustible 

Matter 

41.18 

3.74 

44.42 

4.04 

Total  Soluble  Matter 

88.65 

8.06 

64.73 

5.88 

Lime  as  CA 

5.40 

0.49 

4.88 

0.44 

Chlorine  as  CL  ... 

16.25 

1.48 

16.22 

1.47 

Sulphate  as  SO  ... 

26.94 

2.45 

15.77 

1.43 

Total  Solids  (in  Tons) 

207.65 

18  88 

175.36 

15.94 

This  deposit  is  equal  to  about  498  tons  falling  on  the  2.6  square 
miles  of  Hebburn  in  a year,  this  is  45  tons  less  than  in  1954. 


30 


FACTORIES  ACT. 

Inspections. 

The  following  inspections  of  factories  were  made  during  the  year:  — 


Premises. 

Number  on 
Register. 

Inspections 

Notices. 

Writtten 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4 & 6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities  

14 

12 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  

50 

52 

5 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Auth- 
ority (excluding  out- 
workers premises)  ... 

Total  ..* 

70 

71 

5 

Action  taken  in  respect  of  defects  found  in  course  of  inspection  : — - 
Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Referred. 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

i 

To  H.M. 
Inspector. 

! By  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Number  of 
ICaaes  in  which 
prosecutions 
were 

instituted. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3)  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  

— 

- — - 

■ — 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6).. 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) — 

(a)  insufficient  

— 



— 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective  

5 

5 

— 

5 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes  

- — 

— 

— 

- — - 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 
including  offences  relating  to 
Outwork  

Total  ... 

5 

5 

— 

5 

— 

Outworkers. 

There  were  4 Outworkers  engaged  in  making  and  cleaning  wearing 
apparel. 
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SECTION  D. 

Housing  in  the  Area. 


Tabular  Statement  for  Year  1955. 


Houses  Completed 
During  the  Year. 

With  State 
Assistance. 

Unaided. 

Total. 

(a)  By  Local  Authority 

207 

— ■ 

207 

(b)  By  other  Bodies  or  Persons 

— 

7 

7 

207 

7 

214 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  During  the  Year. 

(1)  Total  Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Act)  385 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  in  (1)  above)  which 

were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing'  Consoli- 
dated Regulations,  1925  ... — 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  8 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  — 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  Without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  its 
Officers  348 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  repairs  

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  • -j 

(a)  By  Owners  • •••. 
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(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 


were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  50 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  , 50 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  — 


(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  persuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  — 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  5 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  — 


4.  Number  of  Houses  Permanently  Discontinued  as  Dwellings 

and  Not  included  Above  3 

Housing  Act  1949  (Sec.  20). 

(1)  Number  of  separate  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

application  for  grant  have  been  received  6 

(2)  Number  of  separate  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

application  for  grant  have  been  approved  5 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  1954  (Sec  26). 


(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  applica- 
tions for  certificates  of  disrepair  were  : — ■ 


(a)  Granted  , 1 

(b)  Refused  ,i 5 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  applica- 
tions for  revocation  of  certificates  of  disrepair  have  been 

received  2 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  applica- 
tions for  revocation  of  certificates  of  disrepair  were  : — 

(a)  Granted  2 

(b)  Refused  — 
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CLEARANCE  AREAS. 

The  following  areas  have  been  dealt  with  since  1951  : — 


Area. 

Area 

Declared. 

Order 

Confirmed. 

Other 

Houses.  Buildings. 

■ - - , 

Edward  Street  ... 

20th  Mar.,  1951. 

11th  May,  1954. 

43  — 

William  Street  No.  2 ... 

12th  Mar.,  1953. 

11th  May,  1954. 

16  3 

Lyon  Street  No.  1 

14th  May,  1953. 

11th  May,  1954. 

12  2 

Glen  Street 

15th  Sep..,  1953. 

11th  May,  1954. 

6 — 

Lyon  Street 

21st  Dec.  1954. 

20th  June,  1954. 

10  — 

William  Street  and 

Bewick  Street 

21st  Dec.  1954. 

20th  June,  1954. 

18  3 

Readhead  Terrace  and 

Patrick  Place 

21st  Dec.  1954. 

Nov.,  1955. 

16  2 

"*New  Town  No.  1 

17th  May,  1955. 

Dec.,  1955. 

114  — 

^Charles  Street  ... 

17th  May,  1955. 

Dec.,  1955. 

14  — 

Quay  No.  1 

15th  Nov.,  1955. 

89  — 

Quay  No.  2 

15th  Nov.,  1955 

15  1 

1 

353  11 

INDIVIDUAL  UNFIT  HOUSES. 

1 he  following-  unfit  houses  were  dealt  with  during  the  year  : — 


8 Bk.  Carr  Street 
12  Lyon  Street 
14  William  Street 
48  William  Street 
44  William  Street 
29  Bk.  Lyon  Street 

dyne  View 
71  Lyon  Street 


Closing  Order. 

j > > > 

•>  > j > 

» > > > 

Undertaking 

Voluntarily  Closed  by 
Owner. 

Demolished  by  Owner. 
Closing  Order. 


With  the  exception  of  TYNE  VIEW,  all  the  tenants  of  the  above 
houses  were  re-housed  by  the  Council. 


SLUM  CLEARANCE  SURVEY  1955. 

Under  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  Local  Authorities 
were  required  to  submit  to  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Govern- 
ment by  31st  August,  1955,  their  intended  programme  for  Slum  Clear- 
ance for  the  next  five  years.  The  magnitude  of  the  problem  ol  poor 
housing  in  the  Tyneside  Conurbation  can  be  gauged  from  the  table 
over-leaf. 


SLUM  CLEARANCE— TYNESIDE  CONURBATION— 1955. 
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SECTION  E. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food  and 

Food  Premises. 


MILK  SUPPLY. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  95  resigtered  distributors,  namely, 
67  for  the  sale  of  sterilised  milk,  25  for  pasteurised  milk,  and  3 for  Tuber- 
culosis Tested  Milk. 

All  milk  now  sold  in  the  district  is  bottled. 

There  are  no  registered  dairies  in  the  district. 

ICE  CREAM. 

During  the  years  5 premises  were  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream 
under  the  provision  of  section  14,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  and  one 
premises  ceased  to  retail  ice  cream. 

The  are  45  premises  registered  in  the  district,  3 for  manufacture 
and  sale  and  42  for  retail  only. 

24  visits  were  made  to  registered  premises. 

MEAT. 

No  slaughtering  is  carried  out  in  the  district.  AH  butchers  shops 
were  regularly  inspected. 

FOOD  PREMISES. 

Food  premises  were  regularly  visited  during  the  year,  113 
inspections  were  carried  out. 

Where  necessary,  verbal  advice  and  warnings  were  given  during 
inspections  of  premises. 
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The  number  and  type  of  food  premises  in  the  district  are  as  follows  : - 


TYPE  OF  BUSINESS. 

No.  of  premises  registered 
under  Section  14  Food  & 
Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Other 

Premises. 

TOTAL. 

(a)  Ice 
Cream. 

(b)  Preserved 
&c.  Food. 

Factory  Canteens  ... 

— 

16 

— 

16 

Cafes  & restaurants 

1 

5 

— 

6 

Ice  cream  manufacturers  ... 

3 

— 

— 

3 

Hotels  & public  houses 

— 

2 

10 

12 

Licensed  Clubs 

— 

— 

9 

9 

School  kitchen 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Butchers 

1 

13 

6 

20 

Pork  Butchers 

— 

4 

— 

4 

Bakers  & confectioners 

2 

— 

8 

10 

Fish  mongers  and  fryers  ... 

— 

12 

3 

15 

Grocers 

— 

22 

22 

Greengrocers 

General  dealers  (including 

2 

12 

14 

5 beer  shops)  ... 

34 

— 

45 

79 

Social  Service  Centre 

1 

— 

— 

1 

River  Ferries 

1 



1 

45 

53 

115 

213 

EDUCATIONAL  ACTIVITIES. 

Consistent  inspections  and  talks  to  employees  seem  to  be  the  only 
successful  method  of  educating-  food  handlers.  This  practice  was  carried 
out  throughout  the  year. 

LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

A firm  with  bakery  premises  outside  the  district  was  summoned  for 
selling-  a loaf  of  bread  containing  a portion  of  a cigarette.  The  Firm 
was  fined  £20  plus  costs. 

Warnings  were  also  given  to  the  firms  concerned  regarding  a milk 
bottle  containing  pieces  of  g'lass,  a jelly  and  cream  cake  containing  an 
insect,  and  a loaf  of  bread  containing  a portion  of  a plastic  scraper.  The 
Council  agreed  to  warnings  being  given  in  view  of  the  fact  that  these 
were  first  offences. 


37 


UNSOUND  FOOD. 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  found  unfit  for  human  consumption 
during  the  year  : — 


Meat.  Cwts. 

Beef  (Imported)  — 

Canned  and  Bottled  Foods. 

Meat  

Corned  Beef  . 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat  

Cooked  Ham  

Stewed  Steak  

Tongue  

Chicken  ^ : 

Fruit  

Vegetables  

Miik  ....: 

R-ice  Pudding  

Jam  

Soup  

Fish  


Qrs.  Lbs.  Number. 

3 11 

1 25 

1 17 
16 

2 24 

2 0 

— 19 

11 

2 18 

2 8 

15 

2 

— 2 

1 

1 


Total  4 2 15 


FOOD  ANALYSIS. 

Return  of  Samples  submitted  from  the  Urban  District  of  Hebburn 
by  Durham  County  Council  during  the  year  ending*  31st  December,  1955. 


No.  of  Sample. 

Article. 

Result  of  Analysis. 

/ 

319 

Beef  Sausage  ... 

Genuine. 

320 

Potted  Meat 

> > 

321 

Pork  Sausage  ... 

> ) 

322 

Butter  ...  ...  . .., 

> > 

323 

Lard 

> > 

324 

Sugar 

>> 

325 

Tea 

> > 

326 

Meat  Paste 

327 

Blackcurrant  Jam 

y y 

101 

Pres.  Beef  Sausage 

y y 

102 

Black  Pudding 

y y 

103 

Pres.  Beef  Sausage 

y y 

104 

Dripping 

y y 

105 

Corned  Beef 

y y 

110 

Margarine 

y y 

111 

Lard 

y y 

112 

Sugar 

y y 

113 

Llealth  & Liver  Salt 

y y 

114 

Plum  Jam 

y y 

115 

Liquid  Paraffin 

yy 

181 

Ice  Cream 

Fat  3.65%  27%  Defic. 
Fined  £10  with  £1  15s. 
Costs. 
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SECTION  F. 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and 

other  Diseases. 


There  was  a fall  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases 
notified  during-  1955  from  635  last  year  to  603. 

Measles  was  the  most  prevalent  (disease  throughout  the  year. 

The  seasonal  distribution  of  measles  and  whooping  cough  was 
similar  to  that  of  1954,  Measles  occurring  during  the  months  and  Spring 
and  Summer,  and  Whooping  Cough  throughout  the  year.  The  number 
of  cases  notified  were  substantially  the  same. 

As  in  1953  and  1954  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred  in  1955 

The  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  detected  during  the  year  fell 
by  7 from  last  year’s  total  of  45. 

Increases  occurred  in  the  notification  of  the  following  diseases  : — 
Measles  (9),  Meningococcal  Infection  (2),  Whooping  Cough  (1),  Food 
Poisoning  (1),  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  (1). 

Decreases  occurred  in  the  notification  of  the  following  diseases:  — 
Dysentery  (20),  Pneumonia  (16),  Tuberculosis  Respiratory  (7),  Polio- 
myelitis (2),  Paratyphoid  (1),  Scarlet  Fever  (15),  Puerperal  Purexia  (1). 

1.  Scarlet  Fever. 

Ten  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  Nine  were  admitted  to 
Hospital. 

2.  Measles. 

An  outbreak  of  measles  similar  to  last  year  was  prevalent  from 
February  to  September.  One  case  was  removed  to  Hospital. 

The  largest  incidence  (38.3%)  was  in  children  between  1 — 3 years 
of  age.  Sixteen  cases  were  notified  in  children  under  1 year  of  ag*e. 
77%  of  cases  were  under  school  age  and  22.4%  of  school  age. 

3.  Whooping  Cough. 

Seventy  six  cases  of  whooping  cough  were  notified  during  1955. 
About  62%  of  cases  were  notified  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year. 

Eight  cases  occurred  under  1 year  of  age,  and  12  in  children  of 
school  age. 

The  remainder  (73.6%)  were  distributed  equally  in  the  age  groups 
1 — 2 and  3 — 4.  No  cases  were  admitted  to  Hospital. 
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4.  Pneumonia. 

22  cases  were  notified  all  occurring  in  the  winter  months,  all  of 
whom  were  admitted  to  Hospital.  68%  of  cases  occurred  between  the 
ages  of  25  and  65. 

5.  Meningococcal  Infection. 

4 cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 

6.  Food  Poisoning. 

The  one  case  notified  during  the  year  was  that  of  an  adult  who  had 
mild  gastrointestinal  symtoms  some  12  hours  after  a meal  at  home. 
Three  other  adults  had  mild  diarrhoea  and  abdominal  pains  for  short 
periods.  All  were  treated  with  sulphonamides  and  when  the  first  speci- 
men of  faeces  was  taken  from  the  case  four  days  after  treatment  had 
commenced  it  proved  to  be  negative. 

Unsuccessful  efforts  were  made  to  trace  some  of  the  food  which  had 
been  placed  in  the  refuse  bin.. 

7.  Ophthalmia  Meosiatorum. 

One  case  was  notified  during  the  year. 

8.  Diphtheria. 

No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  A.P.T.  Vaccine  was  dis- 
tributed to  the  Medical  Practitioners  in  the  Urban  District. 

9.  Dysentery, 

The  bulk  of  the  cases  coming  to  the  notice  of  the  Health  Department 
occurred  during  the  month  of  March  and  April  amongst  pre-chool  and 
school  children. 

The  greatest  number  of  cases  (38.7%)  were  in  the  3 — 4 age  group. 
Twelve  adults  were  proved  to  have  the  infection. 

10.  Tuberculosis. 

The  highest  incidence  (52.6%)  in  females  was  in  the  25- — 35  age 
In  males  73%  of  the  cases  occurred  between  15  and  25  years  of  age 
group. 

The  following  tables  show  the  incidence  and  deaths  by  age,  and  sex 
for  1955,  and  the  notification  and  death  rates  since  1935  : — 


40 


TUBERCULOSIS  1955. 


Age 

Periods 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 

' 

1 to  5 

1 

— 

— 

— 



— 

— 

— 

5 to  15 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15  to  25 

4 

4 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

25  to  35 

2 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

35  to  45 

5 

2 

1 

1 

— 

i_ 

— 

45  to  55 

3 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

55  to  65 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

65  and 
upwards 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— • 

TOTAL 

19 

19 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

— 

Tuberculosis  1935 — 1955. 

Incidence  and  death  rates  per  1,000  of  the  population. 


Year. 

Notification  Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

1935 

2,66 

0.98 

1.41 

0.34 

1936 

2.31 

1.22 

1.59 

0.26 

1937 

1.85 

0.97 

1.06 

0.13 

1938 

1.61 

1.52 

0.48 

0.36 

1939 

1.23 

1.94 

1.11 

0.31 

1940 

2.07 

0.78 

1.15 

0.29 

1941 

2.12 

1.09 

0.90 

0.27 

1942 

1.96 

0.36 

1.09 

0.23 

1943 

1.52 

0.46 

1.06 

0.23 

1944 

1.53 

0.31 

1.03 

0.13 

1945 

1.75 

0.36 

0.36 

0.13 

1946 

1.62 

0.27 

0.75 

0.26 

1947 

1.58 

0.13 

0.84 

Nil. 

1948 

2.31 

0.39 

0.87 

0.22 

1949 

2.21 

0.17 

0.74 

0.04 

1950 

1.96 

0.22 

0.66 

Nil. 

1951 

1.68 

0.30 

0.60 

0.08 

1952 

2.25 

0.26 

0.39 

0.09 

1953 

2.35 

0.21 

0.26 

Nil. 

1954 

1.96 

0.09 

0.17 

Nil. 

1955 

1 .62 

0.17 

0.13 

0.04 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES:  Age  Incidence,  Wards,  Hospital  Treatment. 
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Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping'  Cough 

Measles 

Pneumonia 

Dysentery  ... 

Meningococcal  infecti 

Food  Poisoning*  ... 

Tuberculosis  Pul. 

Tuberculosis  Non-Pu] 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES— CASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1955. 
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